
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Being Church: What God has Made Us to be Together” is the name of our current sermon 
series, which has been designed to help us explore the nature of and God’s purpose for the Church. Today’s 
theme, “Focused,” is the second in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00  a.m.   Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
     5:00 p.m.  Youth
     7:00 p.m.  College Ministry
     

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week:
Monday:
     6:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts    

Tuesday:
     6:00 p.m.   Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
     7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir

Aldersgate Alive Sneek-a-Peek: Mark Your Calendars
      On Sunday, April 3, 2016, at 9:30 a.m., all Aldersgate members will once again don their red Aldersgate  
Alive shirts, attend a brief send-off service in the sanctuary, and pick up 600+ red shopping bags for 
distribution. This year, we will be delivering to homes in our very own church neighborhood. The bags will 
include essential personal hygiene items, cleaning supplies and paper goods. These are items that can strain 
household budgets severely.
   Much more information will be provided on ways that you as a Growth Group, Sunday School class, 
organization or family can help with donations of these personal items, but in the meantime, mark your 
calendar for Sunday, April 3, 9:30 a.m. for our annual “out-of-the-pew service.” — Sally Villers



Youth Ministry: Parent Meeting and City-Wide
       There will be a Youth parent meeting tonight, January 10, at 4 p.m. We will discuss upcoming events, 
opportunities to serve and our schedule for the spring semester. 
     In two weeks, our Youth group will be joining with many other youth groups around Abilene for a 
weekend-long youth conference called CITYWIDE. The event will be held on January 22-24, and we will 
participate Friday and Saturday, the 22 
and 23. The cost is $25, and this will be 
our Disciple Now this year. We have an 
amazing speaker, band, and activities 
planned for this event, and we are really 
excited about what God is going to do 
in the hearts of our youth. If you would 
like more information, and/or to sign 
up for this awesome event, you can go 
to http://www.citywideabilene.com. For 
more information and/or questions, feel 
free to call, text or email me at 325-370-
5223 or youth@aldersgateabilene.org. 
— Daniel Mathis

College Ministry: Welcome Back, Students!
     As the spring semester kicks off for college 
students tomorrow morning, I would like to 
invite you to remember our students in prayer 
this week. Students usually are excited to get 
back to school, mostly so they can reconnect 
with their friends. As a faith community, I hope 
we will continue to support and encourage our 
students in both their education and spiritual 
formation. 
     There are two primary ways in which we work 
to serve students here at Aldersgate. The first 
is through Growth Groups. We will have two 
Growth Groups. One is designed specifically for 
freshmen students and the other for sophomores, 

juniors and seniors. If you are a student and would like to get involved with one of these groups, please let 
me know so I can connect with one of our leaders, Dennis Land or Carly Payne. Both groups will be starting 
the semester with new curriculum, making this an opportune time to join. Our second student ministry is 
The Oaks, which will start meeting again tonight at 7:30 p.m. The Oaks is a weekly gathering of all college 
students, in which we share a free meal that is generously provided by church members, and spend time in 
devotional and conversation. If you are a student, I hope you will join us! Grace and Peace — Kyle Watson    



Being Church:  What God has made us to be together
Focused

Romans 13:8-10 
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

From Focus to Fire

 Logo
 Jesus Creed
 Sola Sancta Caritas

The LENS of LOVE

 The goodness and LOVE of God 

 LOVE is our primary calling

 The Holy Spirit guides and gives us power to walk in LOVE 

Expressions of LOVE

Grace, LOVE, Blessing

My Response:  Making Space for more Love?

Related Scriptures:  Matthew 22:34-40, Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Leviticus 19:9-18, 
         Romans 5:8, 8:28-39, 12:1-21, I Corinthians 13, I John 4:7-12

Other Recommended Resources:  

Books:   Sacred Rhythms by Ruth Haley Barton, Chapter 7 (Discernment)
 Love Does by Bob Goff
 Sola Sancta Caritas by Joe Dongell.  This is a short and free ebook about the historical 
 centrality of love in the Wesleyan movement. Here is the link: http://seedbed.fetchapp.
 com/get/0933c6c2 

Videos: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BGO9Mmd_cU - A Bible Project video about the 
  purpose of the Law and its relation to Love. 
 https://vimeo.com/77166888 - A research-based video by www.seedbed.com about 
 our journey with Jesus leading us to profound love for God and Neighbor.



Connections: Young Adult Growth Group
      Many people in the church devote themselves to the study of millennials, those born roughly between 
1982 and 2004, and their relationship to the church. Everyone seems to have a different opinion about why 
millennials are leaving the church and what will bring them back. In my experience, there is often a lot 
going on at church for kids, families and senior adults, and it 
can be hard for young twenty-somethings to get connected. 
With this in mind, we have decided to start a young adult 
Growth Group! This group will meet on Sunday evenings 
from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. and will be led by Kimber Kiker and 
Ben Morgan (pictured on the right). Tara Goodloe also is 
leading the way for this group! If you know any of these 
people then you know that this group will be intentional, 
compassionate and hilarious! 
     Growth Groups will start meeting next Sunday, January 
17. If you, or someone you know, are interested in joining 
this or any Growth Group, please let me know. You can 
email me at jessica@aldersgateabilene.org or call me at (210) 
849-9122. — Jessica Watson

Children’s Ministry: Kids for Christ Meals
      Next week, January 17, starts our regularly 
scheduled Kids for Christ, which is our Sunday 
night program for kids age 3 years through  
5th Grade.  We also have childcare for those 
who are in Growth Groups that have children 
younger than 3 years of age. During this time, 
one of the things we do is eat together. Kids 
are welcome to bring their own supper, or we 
are fortunate to have one of our own church 
members, Cathy Justus, who prepares the 
meals for our children and youth each week. 
She does a fabulous job. The meals are always 
delicious and kid-friendly! We do ask for a 
small fee to cover the cost of the food. For this 

semester the fee is $35, if you can pay for the whole semester, or $10 per month if you prefer to pay monthly. 
You can put the money in the offering plate, or give it to me on the first Sunday night of the month. Please let 
me know if you need financial assistance with this because there are people who have graciously agreed to 
sponsor children’s meals. We would never want anyone to miss out because they cannot pay!  If you would 
like to sponsor a child for a semester, that is greatly appreciated as well! I hope to see all of your children 
next Sunday night from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. — Alayna Brooks



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.
Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson

Presence                           1.3.2016

Budget for 2016 = $
Received This Week = $10,021.00
Received This Month-to-Date = $10,021.00
Received Year-to-Date = $10,021.00
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $327.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 181
                           11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 158
                                     Total Worship Service Attendance = 339
                                                   Sunday School = 163

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Month-to-Date = $86,048.07
Received Year-to-Date = $777,862.90
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $149,062.00

The Food Pantry would like to provide paper 2016 calendars to its families. If 
you have extras you would like to donate, please bring them by the church office.



by Pastor Steve 
In the Word                

   Therefore, God exalted him to the highest 
place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. — Philippians 2:9-11
   One of the more fun and profound teaching and reminding 
devices that we employ around Aldersgate is the “W.” The “W” 
goes back to the famous Methodist missionary E. Stanley Jones. 
He constantly reminded himself and others that Jesus is Lord 
by flashing and holding up a “W” with his fingers. Each one of 
the fingers represented a word in this very important creedal 
affirmation. Here at Aldersgate, we talk about keeping our “Ws” up 
high as a reminder constantly to invite and allow God to be God in 
our lives on God’s terms.
    Yet, there are moments and days and weeks that we struggle to 
keep our “Ws” up. We easily allow the fingers of our “W” to get 
balled up into a fist of control and living our life on our own terms.  
The spiritual practice of Welcoming Prayer can help us keep our 
“W” up high when we are tempted to return and resort to our 
old sin patterns. Welcoming Prayer can be prayed several times a 
day, especially during moments of stress and anxiety. In addition, 
I often pray it before I say the Jesus Creed and the Lord’s Prayer.  
There are many forms of Welcoming Prayer. The following is the 
one that is most meaningful for me. I commend it to you. After each 
section of the prayer, sit in silence for a minute or two in order to 
give God room to speak to your soul as your loving Lord. Your “W” 
will remain high!

Come Holy Spirit…Welcome

I let go of my desire for security and survival…Welcome
I let go of my desire for esteem and affection…Welcome

I let go of my desire for power and control…Welcome
I let go of my desire to change any situation, condition, or person…

Welcome

I open my heart to your love and guidance…Welcome

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your email inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

10 Jan: Genesis 32-34, Psalm 10
11 Jan: Genesis 35-37, Psalm 11
12 Jan: Genesis 38-40, Psalm 12
13 Jan: Genesis 41-42, Psalm 13
14 Jan: Genesis 43-35, Psalm 14
15 Jan: Genesis 46-47, Psalm 15
16 Jan: Genesis 48-50, Psalm 16

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

  Daily Readings


